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Ten years ago, Josef Graber, a former vice-president of the
Austrian Society of Thermology and research fellow at the
Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases (RNHRD)
in the Nineteen-Seventies, reviewed the achievements
Prof Francis Ring has made within his first sixty years of
life (1). Dr Graber hosted in 1995 also a little symposium in
Altrei- Anterivo, Southern Tyrol, which gave experts from
all around Europe the oppurtunity to discuss the advan-
tages of thermal imaging in comparison to other imaging
moda- lities (2). In addition, this was a marvelous chance to
celebrate Francis`birthday.

Franicis was a busy man at that time. He was the head of the
department for Clinical Measurement at the RNHRD, or-
ganised conferences and was engaged in the formation of
an Medical Imaging Research Group at the School of
Computing, of the University of Glamorgan. He pre-
sented a number of papers in conferences around the
world on imaging science, thermal imaging, osteoporosis,
rheumatology and history of science. Francis Ring fulfilled
also his commitment to improve the English in papers of
non natural speakers submitted to this journal.

What changed since then ? Not much; although he has re-
tired from the RNHRD in 2000, he has less time as previ-
ously. Francis Ring is now one of the regular professors at
the School of Computing of the University of Glamorgan.
He encouraged my submission for a PhD degree by publi-
cation at the School of Computing in Glamorgan. After re-
ceiving this degree in 2000 (3), we had in 2001 an in-
teresting time together in Glamorgan preparing the base-
ment for a standard protocol of thermal image recording
and evaluation (4). We also started an Instructional Course
on Thermal Imaging in Medicine in 2001 and we could at-
tract in 6 completed courses participants from more than
20 countries around the world (5).

But thermal imaging is not the only activity of Francis in
the field of medical education.At the National Osteoporo-
sis Society he developed a curriculum for bone densito-
metry for radiographers and became responsible for exam-
ination and certification of this skill. Supported by experts
from the School of Computing in Glamorgan, he set up fa-
cilities to complete this examination on line on computer
terminals. Prof Ring is also involved in educational pro-
grammes of the Royal Photographic Society.

Francis is still traveling around the world lecturing. As the
scenery of applications of thermal images had changed
over time, destinations frequently visited in the past, be-
came rare. Nowadays, Poland and of course Austria are
regular destinations for Francis. Prof Ring continues in
publishing papers and thermology is the main topic of
these publications. Recent papers discussed new methods

of cryotherapy (6), use of thermal images in forensic med-
icine (7) and standards for thermal imaging (8). Chapters in
handbooks reviewed the application in diseases of the skel-
etal and neuromuscular systems (9) and in skin disorders
(10).

What else had changed ? Francis changed the brand of his
car (it is German now), occacsionally he has the chance to
see his family and the way from his home to his work place
has become much longer as previously. Nevertheless, he re-
mained the same friendly man who will easily get excited
and fully engaged in new projects, especially if the physics
of optics or heat distribution play a major role. Francis con-
tinues to listen to all kinds of music and is one of few peo-
ple who tolerate even that kind of noise I prefer to listen to.

If I remember correctly, Francis´ father´s lifespan got close
to 95 years. Prof Ring gets only 70 now. Therefore, the
Thermology Society and my-self(ish) have got a good
chance to listen to his presentations and enjoy his company
for at least another 20 years. Happy Birthday, Francis.

References
1. Graber J. Prof. E.Francis J Ring, DSc. Thermol Österr 1996,
6:29

2. Experts´Meeting in Altrei-Anterivo, Italy. Thermol Österr
1995: 5: 163-164

3. Ammer K. Thermological Studies in Rehabilitation and Rheu-
matology Using Computerised Infrared Imaging. PhD Over-
view Report, March 2000

4. Ammer K Ring F. Standard Procedures for Infrared Imaging
in Medicine. In: Biomedical Engineering Handbook (3rd. Edi-
tion) Infrared Imaging Section.. N.A Diakides (ed). CRC Press
(in press).

5. Course on Thermal Imaging in Medicine at Glamorgan Uni-
versity, UK. Thermol int. 2005, 15:39

6. Ring EF, Jones C, Ammer K, Plassmann P, Bola TS Cooling
effects of Deep Freeze Cold Gel compared to that of an ice pack
applied to the skin. Thermol Int. 2004; 14(2):93-9

7. Ammer K, Ring EF Application of Thermal Imaging in Foren-
sic Medicine, Imaging Science Journal 2005, 53(3):125-131

8. Ring EFJ. Ammer K. Jung A. Murawski P. Wiecek B. Zuber J.
Zwolenik S. Plassmann P. Jones C. Jones BF. Standardization of
infrared imaging.Conference Proceedings. 26th Annual Interna-
tional Conference of the IEEE Engineering in Medicine and Bi-
ology Society (IEEE Cat. No.04CH37558). IEEE. Part Vol.2,
2004, pp.1183-5 Vol.2. Piscataway, NJ, USA

9.Ring F, Ammer K. Thermal Imaging in Diseases of the Skeletal
and Neuromuscular Systems, In: Biomedical Engineering Hand-
book (3rd. Edition) Infrared Imaging Section.. N.A Diakides
(ed). CRC Press (in press)

10. Ring EFJ. Measurement of Skin Temperature, In: In vivo ex-
amination of the skin: a Handbook of non-invasive methods, J
Serup (ed), CRC Press, revised edition (in press)

159

Newletter


